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Canon Gains ISO Validation Printing Certification – the First Quality Standard for Digital Printing
· The ISO/CD  12647–7 Validation Printing Certification awarded for the Canon imagePRESS range
· The first output test for toner based systems proves the repeatability and quality of Canon’s digital prints 
· Canon worked closely with the Fogra institute to achieve the Validation Printing Certification
AMSTELVEEN, MARCH 06, 2009 – Canon Europe, world leader in digital imaging solutions, today announced its market leading imagePRESS printers have been awarded with ISO/CD certification for Validation Printing, establishing a global image quality standard for toner based presses.
The ISO/CD 12647-7 Validation Printing Certification is the first to offer repeatability tests for image quality on toner systems over a set time period to ensure colour consistency is accurately maintained. The Certification was awarded to the Canon imagePRESS range after rigorous testing, providing print providers and their customers with the security and peace of mind from the combination of Canon’s market-leading products and a benchmark quality standard.
The International Organisation for Standardisation is the world’s largest developer and publisher of the ISO International Standards, comprising a network of national institutes in 160 countries to form a bridge between public and private sectors and meet the needs of business and of society in general.

Canon worked with the Fogra institute in Germany to achieve conformance with the ISO standard for the Canon imagePRESS C1+, the imagePRESS C6000 and the imagePRESS C7000VP, including the server and i1 Process Control colour management tool on semi-matt and gloss media.
Ben-Coles Porter, European Marketing Professional, Canon Europe said: “Whilst customers appreciate the high-quality achieved from digital printing, they were still demanding a proofing standard from their print providers. The new ISO/CD 12647–7 gives us, for the first time, a recognisable Validation proof that allows print providers to achieve the highest possible results on the Canon imagePRESS range.

“Over the next few months we will be working towards establishing a European infrastructure to support and extend the knowledge to our customers. We can provide a complete package of professional services and support so customers can achieve the ISO/CD 12647–7 conformance for themselves and train their operators to maintain that standard in the future or we can use Canon engineers to ensure their presses are constantly maintained to the top level of performance.” 
The new Validation certification will provide print providers with a competitive quality advantage, giving customers near contract quality print proofs and allowing them to measure digital prints against litho offset printing quality. Canon’s imagePRESS range is synonymous with quality output and the standard can now offer its customers a certified, reliable and a stable system to give them the peace of mind to achieve colour critical proofing. 
Andreas Kraushaar (MSc), head of prepress department at Fogra, said: “We are delighted to have worked with Canon as one of the first manufacturers to test conformance according to ISO/CD 12647-7 Validation Printing System. To reach this standard is not easy and involves a considerable degree of investment from the print manufacturer and we have seen many systems fail. For Canon to achieve this across all of its imagePRESS range is a very significant achievement and we congratulate them on the compliance.”

-ENDS-

About Fogra
The objective of Fogra is to promote print engineering and its future-oriented technologies in the fields of research, development and application, and to enable the printing industry to utilise the results of this activity. To this end the association maintains its own institute, with about 50 staff members including engineers, chemists and physicists.
Fogra has over 600 members. About two thirds are graphic art businesses operating in fields ranging from prepress through to bookbinding, while the remaining third are suppliers. A third of the members are based outside Germany.

The Fogra Digital Printing Working Group established a group of vendors and users active in the digital printing arena for the purpose of creating, promoting and encouraging the standardization and evolution of vendor neutral digital printing focusing on production.

For more information on the Validation Print and its differences to the Contract Proof visit http://www.fogra.org/products-en/download/Extra16web.pdf
About Canon Europa

Canon is a world-leading innovator and provider of imaging and information technology solutions for individuals and businesses.

A subsidiary of Canon Inc. of Japan, Canon Europa is the operational headquarters for Canon in Europe and is based in Amstelveen, the Netherlands. Canon Europa supports the activities of the entire Canon in Europe organisation, including all the national sales organisations based in countries throughout Europe. The main focus for Canon in Europe business activity is in two clearly defined markets: Business Solutions (developing IT products, solutions and services for both the office and professional print environments) and Consumer Imaging (Input solutions: photography, video and digital camera; and Output solutions: Bubble Jet Printers). Canon Europa employs almost 500 people in Amsterdam.

Further information about Canon Europa is available at:

www.canon-europe.com  
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